OUR AMBASSADOR   KING

great Taj Mahal been omitted from the programme.
At Delhi, Rumour crossed the path once more, and in
shape more than ever formidable. On the road between
Delhi and Patiala, it was said, the Prince's car had been
hit by a bullet. An official explanation was given, but
not before the tale, like wild-fire, had traversed the land.
It was carefully pointed out that, whereas the arrange-
ments were that the Prince was to travel by train, no one
outside his own staff knew that these had been cancelled
in favour of a road journey. Moreover, an examination
of the mark (on one of the staff cars) on which the
rumour was based, revealed that it could not have been
the result of a bullet. Possibly it had been made by a
stone. Even so, it could not be proved that it had
been thrown, since it could easily have been a loose
stone in the roadway which had been knocked up by the
car itself.

One can understand the care with which this explana-
tion was prepared and worded. Had the rumoured tale
met with no resistance, it might have led to the conceiv-
ing of plots in earnest. In spite of the Prince's con-
tinuous concentration upon strengthening allegiance to
the British Raj, there remained recalcitrant sections of
the population which no amount of personal charm and
goodwill could touch. The police authorities were only
too conscious of the implicit danger which accompanied
the Prince's every appearance. Not the least of the
inimical forces was false rumour.

Lahore was the next place to be visited. As a result
of the effects of the Delhi story, and also of the Prince's
obvious fatigue, great pressure was brought to persuade
him to cut out the engagements at Lahore. If he paid
any heed to the advice, he did not finally take it, and his
reward was a remarkable ovation when he arrived there.
The undercurrent of discontent and protest was nowhere
stronger in its running than at Lahore, so that there
was greater consternation than usual when the Prince
was seen to be moving unrestrainedly among the natives
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